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After the Conquest, when the military tenure of lands became
more definite, the fyrd sank to an unimportant place, the hus-
carles ceased to exist, and the feudal host of heavily armed
knights replaced them. Mercenanes were not unknown, but were
difficult to maintain since coin was scarce. Often the forty-days
knight's service which feudal tenants had to give at their own
cost was extended and payment made by the king. There was
no difficulty in getting soldiers, for every great lord's house had
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a number of knights and sergeants and squires who spent thoir
time between warlike exercises and the delights of hunting.
They held little or no land, and lived at the expense of their lord,
ready to follow his banner at any moment. On the borders of
Wales and Scotland they were, of course, particularly numerous.
Summary, i. In the eleventh century there was no national
income at the disposal of the Government. Tho king was expected
to govern and to pay the cost out of his own possessions, like
any other feudal lord. ' The king shall live of his own/ As,
however, hti was the greatest landowner in the country, the royal
demesne after the Conquest being very large, this was at first
quite possible.